OKIENTAL CHILDREN.                     n

it. PESTALOZZI had attempted it; it had been tried
in every country in Europe, and very earnestly sup-
ported in America, and it had nowhere really suc-
ceeded. The cause was not hard to find Had it
been a success, the employment of little children in
factories would also have been a success It is true
that this infamous branch of human sacrifice, pro-
hibited by law in England, is still common in Massa-
chusetts, and, I am told, in other American States, but It
is none the less inhuman on that account That some-
thing could be done, In a small way, in this direction,
no one can doubt. But it was always a forced growth.
It was duriug a visit to the school of Miss WHATELY
in Cairo, and in Egypt, that it suddenly occurred to
me that very young children could, however, profitably
and pleasantly master the decorative arts. I there
saw little Copht and Arab girls and boys, apparently
only six or eight years of age, executing such works
in embroidery as I had hitherto associated only with the
efforts of accomplished adults The next day m the
bazaars I found even more striking illustrations of the
discovery. I saw very small children, with a single
frame between them, working both sides alike of
beautiful, highly elaborate designs In silk, without a
pattern before them I saw in the jeweller's bazaar
mere boys, with tools as rude as those of an English
tinker, making jewellery of the kind so highly praised
by CASTELLANI; that kind which, while it lacks the
machinery finish of Western work, excels It m origi-
nality and character Then I found day by day, on
inquiry, my interest having been aroused, that most
of the lighter ornamental work of the East, or such as
does not require great personal strength, is executed